
 
 

 
Over the coming weeks we will continue to provide updates relating to the move to BYOD (Bring Your Own Device), as well as 
the learning within the Digital Technologies Learning area and its cross-curricular links.  These updates will also be published 
on our school website;  https://www.clydequay.school.nz/digital-learning 
 
If you have any questions relating to BYOD, or learning related to the new digital technology parts of the curriculum, please 
email:  mel.sutton@clydequay.school.nz 
 

Learning Showcase 
 
Learning doesn’t just refer to the students of Clyde Quay School -  our staff are also upskilling themselves in utilizing digital 
and online learning technology.  We have regular staff meetings with a digital focus building up our own knowledge of the new 
aspects of the curriculum and the technology to meet these aspects. Our most recent Professional Development saw us 
delving into resources by Raranga Matihiko TV created in conjunction with Te Papa. These particular resources focus on 
weaving digital technologies with museum taonga (treasures), while exploring the topic of kaitiakitanga (guardianship and 
protection).  Their sessions use a variety of different digital tools including Tinkercad. 
 

 
Spotlight on Tools 
 
Tynker is a programme used primarily in Years 4+.  Tynker teaches students about 
coding and starts from very basic skills in block based coding, to more complex skills 
using Python, JavaScripts, HTML and CSS.  Students can do tutorials to learn new skills, 
and also develop their very own projects.  It uses similar tools and skills to those 
developed in Scratch, another programme many students are familiar with. 
 
 
Tinkercad is a 3D design studio where students can create their own 3D projects, suitable 
for printing on a 3D printer.  Using Tinkercad students build strong links with the 
Mathematics and Technology Curriculum. Now that teachers have been introduced to 
this - watch out for kids learning too! 

   

Digital Technologies - Hangaru Matihiko 
Update 3 

     

James learning how to create 3D 
objects on the iPad 

Max sharing his new 3D creation  Joseph problem solving to create his 
Waka Huia masterpiece 

https://www.clydequay.school.nz/digital-learning
mailto:mel.sutton@clydequay.school.nz
https://www.tynker.com/
https://www.tinkercad.com/


 

Q & A 
 
The first of our questions were answered in the previous update.  If you missed them they are available on our website. 
 
10) Will there be any education for parents who are not familiar with the digital world? 
Yes.  We are planning to run some parent education evenings to help families become more familiar with the technology that 
their children are using and ideas for digital safety at home.  We are keen to hear what sort of support you are interested in to 
best tailor our evenings.  
 
11) Have you considered the potential inequality in the classroom? 
We believe that BYOD helps to alleviate inequality.  With chromebooks, all students have access to the same resources.  We 
use free online applications, or applications where the school pays for the subscription. This also means that students can 
continue their learning at home should they choose to, something not possible if students do not have access to a suitable 
device within the home.  In terms of financial pressures, if students are unable to have their own Chromebook at the start of 
the year, the school still has its current stock which students can access until they are able to get their own.  We are currently 
investigating finance options through various local companies, and some families may be able to access support funding 
through government agencies such as WINZ.  Other financial implications were discussed in the newsletter last term. 
 
12) What if our family chooses to live device free at home? 
There is a balance here to navigate.  We respect that all families make individual choices which suit their own beliefs and 
philosophies,  however using technology is part of our curriculum and therefore is compulsory at school.  Teachers will not be 
expecting students to do online learning at home, but many students may choose to continue some of their learning at home. 
All students will still need to have their own device for learning at school which they will be responsible for.  There are also 
benefits to having this flexibility such as unforeseen circumstances such as we had this year with lockdowns.  Also, if your 
child is unable to attend school due to illness but still feels up to doing some learning, there are opportunities for them to link 
into the class learning from home which may ease their transition back to school when they are ready. 
 
13) If my child comes home and says they have to do homework on the Chromebook, how will I know if it is real or not? They 
may just be wanting screen time! 
CQS has a policy of not mandating homework (the policy is available through the office if you would like to see it). 
Suggestions may be given, but these are optional and families need to make the choice for themselves about what is 
beneficial for their child and their whanau. There are lots of opportunities for students to continue on from their online 
learning at school.  Similarly there are lots of ‘unplugged’ things they can choose to do too.  If anything is deemed ‘really 
important’ then it would be communicated to parents via email. 
 
14) What are the routines and expectations at school to keep the devices safe?  Will they be reminded about these and 
reminded to bring them home? 
We are currently looking into storage options. All students will have a space within the classroom where they can put their 
chromebook when it is not being used.  This will be lockable for times when the class may be off site at swimming, tech etc. 
General behaviour guidelines will be set with the students at the beginning of the year, following basic common sense. 
Breaches will be dealt with within our current behaviour policy and teachers also retain the right to stop students using 
devices for a time if they are not meeting the expectations. 
Teachers will issue reminders and a process will be in place to help remember to take home devices, but this ultimately 
remains the responsibility of the students.  
 
15) Who is responsible for covering damaged devices when another child damages a device?  
Students are responsible for the safety of their own device at school.  As our students do work together on projects, their 
devices may at times be used by another student, but this would always be alongside the device owner.  As mentioned in Q14, 
there are safe places to put devices when they are not in use and behaviour expectations around usage. 
There are several options available for insurance in case the unfortunate occurs. The most common approach taken is to 
include the device in your regular home and contents insurance. If you do not have any contents insurance, then a number of 
suppliers offer device insurance as an optional extra with their purchasing or payment plans. 
 
16) What happens if a child cannot BYOD (their device could be broken)? Will the school have spares? 
Our current supply of chromebooks will continue to be used until they are unable to work.  Students remain responsible for 
ensuring that all working devices come to school.  The spare supply is for emergencies, rather than forgetfulness. 

https://www.clydequay.school.nz/copy-of-digital-learning

