
 
 

 
Over the coming weeks we will continue to provide updates relating to the move to BYOD (Bring Your Own Device), 
as well as the learning within the Digital Technologies Learning area and its cross-curricular links.  These updates 
will also be published on our school website;  https://www.clydequay.school.nz/digital-learning 
 
If you have any questions relating to BYOD, or learning related to the new digital technology parts of the 
curriculum, please email:  mel.sutton@clydequay.school.nz 
 

Spotlight on Tools 
There is a large range of online tools which classes use to enhance students’ learning experiences.  Each update 
we will put the spotlight on an app, showing how it is used.  
 

 
E-Ako  https://e-ako.nzmaths.co.nz/ 
This maths programme is based around the New Zealand Curriculum.  It promotes 
self-directed learning, while also having the facility for teachers to steer students into areas 
which would benefit their current learning needs. 
 

Students log in and select the mathematical strand, level and focus they want to practise - looking for ‘flags’ which 
indicates teacher suggested modules.   
 
The activities take them through a variety of questions and activities, supported by explanations and examples.  As 
it is marked instantly, the students know if they are being successful, or may need to seek further support.  This 
strengthens students’ understanding of their own learning. Teachers can also see each student’s progress 
enabling them to further support learning experiences. 
 
E-Ako is used in a variety of ways throughout the year, sometimes as a key focus, other times as an optional extra. 
Senior students used E-Ako as a key part of their Lockdown learning and continue to have access to it for follow 
up learning if they choose this platform, while Karaka students use it as an integral part of their “Must Do’s” in their 
current classroom programme. 
 

Learning Showcase 
Digital Learning covers all ages.  In our younger rooms, BeeBots are a common tool used to begin students' 
understanding of sequencing coding.  They explore given specific, ordered instructions in order to complete a 
pre-determined task.  To scaffold learning, students started with ‘unplugged’ activities, where they took the role of 
the BeeBot, before using the digital tool.  This term Pohutukawa students have had some opportunities to get 
involved during their discovery afternoons 
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Learning through unplugged 
experiences 

Entering sequences into the BeeBot  Watching to see if their sequence 
code meets the goal 
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Q & A 
 
1) Why is the BOT telling us we are moving to BYOD, rather than consulting with us about it? 
Unfortunately the school has no choice with regard to whether to introduce a BYOD policy or not. The only thing we 
can influence is HOW we introduce BYOD, but not IF to introduce BYOD.  This is important for teaching 
computational skills, accessing collaboration tools and modern online resources, and anything short of 1:1 
devices no longer meets our needs.  However the Ministry does not fund this and expects parents / the community 
to provide the devices. That is why a growing majority of New Zealand schools have already moved to BYOD. We 
have held out as long as we could, with a current year deficit projection of at least $50,000 we simply cannot 
afford the additional $70,000 that would be required to purchase devices on top of that deficit. 
 
2) Why is CQS beginning with BYOD at the Year 5/6 level? 
The reasons for why we want to start with the Y5/6 group, are twofold:  

● Firstly this optimizes the amount of use that you will get out of a device, which should last till the end of 
Y7/8. At College/High School, children require more expensive BYOD devices and parents will face 
additional financial outlay. So we want to make sure that you get the most value out of your device and 
depriciate the investment over 3-4 years, before having to purchase the next computer.   

● Secondly, the Y5/Y6 age group is where we start to use online resources much more routinely in the 
classroom: Regular collaboration, computational thinking and abstractions are all part of the curriculum, as 
well as more creative use of computers. We also need to introduce all of the protocols around managing 
screen time, net-safety and online privacy at an age when children start to explore. 

 
3) Why is CQS choosing to go with Google rather than open-source?   
We are very conscious of the need for managing online privacy, security and content. The school has a fiduciary 
duty to protect children from bullying, inappropriate content and online scams as much as possible. This means 
that we cannot really embrace a liberal, open communication or open source environment, without incurring 
significant risks. 
In considering our choice of devices and software platforms, we need to take into account the ability to manage, 
supervise and control what is accessed by students, whilst they are in class. We are specifying software platforms 
and devices that we know we can safely and effectively manage and control, and that we know will be compatible 
with our filtering software as well as our monitoring software during use in the classroom. 
 
4) Has the BOT considered data confidentiality and the policies of Google around privacy etc given the use of 
chromebooks? 
There are two aspects to privacy, namely what goes on in class during use of your computers at school and what 
happens to your data over time.  We have monitoring software in place to track and supervise the content that 
students are accessing.  They are made fully aware of this and we intervene if they get up to mischief - i.e. they 
have no privacy whilst using the devices in class.  When a child leaves the school, their account is deleted along 
with all their data.  We use Google’s “G Suite for Education” which has different privacy settings to regular google 
products - G Suite for Education Privacy and Security 
 
5) What are the benefits of BYOD compared to a class set of chromebooks, other than parents paying rather than 
the school? 
Until this year, the school has been trying to run with a device-sharing policy, where we aim for 1 device to be 
shared between two children at the senior end of the school. This fostered collaboration and also helped manage 
the financial outlay required. However with the advent of COVID, device sharing and keyboard contamination has 
become a far more risky proposition. Each child needs to be able to communicate and collaborate with others in 
real-time, rather than 'taking turns' and sometimes having to complete work on another child's account, rather than 
their own. By having one device available for each student, we deliver a better teaching experience and can 
develop better computational skills and learning amongst our students. 
 
6) Will there be basic lessons on computer skills? 
Absolutely, there already are.  The new digital technologies curriculum (implemented this year) also covers a 
diverse range of skills.  A key part of the curriculum is to also cover topics such as net-safety, management of 
screentime, online communications and online privacy.    

https://edu.google.com/why-google/privacy-security/?modal_active=none


 
7) How do I balance home and school device use? 
Teachers currently run a balanced programme within the class and will continue to do so.  This means a mix of 
both technology based learning, and learning in other ways.  Families will have their own views about what is 
appropriate for their household with regards to screen time at home.  Netsafe provides some good advice and 
strategies for implementing screen time regulations. 
 
8) How do teachers know what students are actually doing on their devices, ensuring their online time is 
purposeful? 
Just like all learning experiences, kids will be kids, and sometimes get distracted or off task.  Managing these 
impulses and behaviours are a part of the learning process. The digital tools teachers choose to use within the 
classroom programme are all clearly considered.  Where possible, the programmes have tracking capabilities 
including time spent, learning accessed, and outcomes achieved.  Teachers also use our safety elements (see 
question 9) to ensure that students remain on-task.  
 
9) What measures are in place to ensure students are kept safe online? 
We will continue to use the 4 layers of internet filtering and security that have been in place since CQS first began. 
Firstly we have monitoring software in place that allows the teacher to see every student's screen whilst they are 
working in class, and access all documents and mail. In addition, we have alerting functionality that generates an 
alarm if / when a student gets up to mischief or accidentally has potentially inappropriate content on their screen. 
The Ministry of Education also provides filtering software for enhanced net-safety, so that malicious or 
inappropriate content is filtered out, this further reduces the likelihood of something inappropriate popping up. 
Teachers also regularly rove around to see what is happening within the classroom, and students are very good at 
letting teachers know if there is anything to be aware of.  All of these measures together provide surety that our 
students online experience at school is as safe as possible.  
Please be aware that the safety measures provided at school are not measures that automatically move through 
into individual households.  You will need to look at the security settings within your own home network and 
monitor your child’s online usage outside of school hours.   
Netsafe provides some good advice and strategies for safeguarding children online at home. 
 
Netsafe Parenting Advice 
 
 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/advice/parenting/

