12 February 2020
Tēnā tātou katoa e te whānau
Dobar dahn, Nabad, Hola, Ciao, Ni hao, Namaste, Talofa, Bonjour, Χαιρετίσματα, Grüß Gott, Zdravím,
Приветствия, สวัสดี, Sawasdee, Konnichiwa, Pozdrowenia, Selamlar, Guten tag, Salaam, Salama Aleikum,
Leikum Zdras-Tvuy-Te, Ahn-Young-Ha-Se-Yo, Marhaba, Nay Hoh, Ayubowan, Xin Chào !
Greetings one and all
We’re asking all our whanau to check the greetings at the top of the page. If we have not recorded yours,
please email the office and we will make sure to include it.
Sun safe It is good to see children with sun hats and remembering to use sunscreen. These are
essential with the rising temperatures and as we know; the sun here is particularly harsh. Whilst the
school has some spare hats, the best option is the child’s own hat (named).
Hygiene Practices Remind children about the basic practices; encourage frequent hand washing
especially before eating and after using the bathroom, sneezing or playing with pets. It is important to
keep children home when they’re sick. Sometimes children are sent to school and parents ask us to
phone if the child deteriorates. It is better if you make the decision that morning.
Swimming has started and everyone thinks their sessions have gone well. Some of our children still
need reminding to bring swimming gear on the right day. I have to say, all things considered, there are
few calls home because of this.
Kapa Haka Matua Hemi has started sessions this week. He also works with those Y5-8 who elect to be
in the performance group; in the main it is the Y5-6 who opt for this. They were beginning to learn taiaha
yesterday.
Languages French and Mandarin classes started last Friday. The tutors Juliana and Lily have begun with
their usual passion.
Chinese Class Ma Lin has started classes after school. It is a small eclectic group who have an appetite
for languages.
Clyde Quay School welcomes:
Poppy in Rimu and Kavya in Harakeke

Well done to these four ex CQS students for succeeding so highly
at Wellington East Girls’ College. An amazing accomplishment.
Mani, Student Council Prefect
Ella M, Tuakana Prefect
Stella, House Prefect
Ella W, Media Prefect

Junior Curriculum Evening
The junior Whanau curriculum evening for parents is on tomorrow:
Thursday 13th February:
Harakeke/Pohutukawa (Y1/3) at 5.00-5.40pm;
Ngaio (Y3/4) at 5.45pm.
This is an opportunity for parents to hear about the teaching programme in their
child’s classroom.
Kia ora koutou e te whānau,
This is to let you know that we are having to change our previously advertised
Community Information Evening due to an unexpected clash of commitments.
We are now hosting our Karaka (year 5 and 6 with Joseph, Leon and Anya) and Rimu
(year 7 and 8 with Matua G and Sandy) information sessions on:
TUESDAY 18 FEBRUARY.
The times remain the same:
Karaka whanau from 5.30pm- 6pm
Rimu whanau 6.00-6.30pm with the camp parent helper meeting following this.
We apologise for this change, and likewise the shifting dates that have appeared on
the school calendar as we worked at cross checking our respective notices.
If you are unable to join us on Tuesday night, please do feel free to send us an email,
and we will make sure that you get the answers to any of the questions you may have.

Villa Victoria 2020
Villa Victoria 2020 will be held on Sunday 29 March 2020.

Villa Victoria is a Mt Victoria house tour raising
funds to support our wonderful school;
enhancing its resources and ability to provide our
tamariki with a meaningful educational
experience.

This event was last held in 2015 and highly
lauded – a great experience for all involved and significantly, a large number of visitors/
contributors were from outside our local community.

We do need your support in order to run another successful event!

What we need from our school community:



More houses to show!



Skills & expertise – professional photographer with experience in real estate
preferably, general planning/event management, networks with local businesses.



Sponsorship from local businesses



Spread the word!

Please let us know if you are interested or can offer any assistance.

Email waf@clydequay.school.nz or phone Joanna 021 738 822.
Thank you, we really appreciate your support!

Kia ora CQS whānau
Clyde Quay School’s Annual Book BBQ will be held on Thursday 27 February from 4.30pm-7.00pm.
This is a wonderful school community evening to which we hope you will come along and enjoy.

We would also like to use this opportunity to fundraise for the school and we request some help
from you. It would be hugely appreciated if we could have contributions of food which will be sold at
the event.

If you are able to assist, a salad, platter or a family favourite that
could be shared would be most appreciated. We hope to offer a
selection of meat and vegan dishes. Any offers to assist with
preparing a dish, or helping out on a stall during the evening
would be most appreciated.

If you can contribute, please contact CQS Whanau and Friends at:
waf@clydequay.school.nz

Thank you for your support.

Families and our broader communities are at the heart of our school. Whanau and
Friends (WAF) of CQS is a group of parents and Whanau who help families engage
with and support the children at our school. The WAF members help organise
events, forge lasting relationships with each other and the community and assist with
fundraising.
Joining the WAF of CQS is a great way for parents to get to know each other and for
the extended family and caregivers of our children to contribute meaningfully to the
school. We encourage you to come along to a meeting and see what we’re about.
Upcoming meeting dates and times are posted in the newsletters on a regular basis.
You can also contact us any time on: waf@clydequay.school.nz

Important Dates What’s happening
TERM 1 2020
Thursday 13 Feb 2020

Swimming—Harakeke/Pohutukawa 11.00am-12.00pm
Swimming—Rimu 1.00pm-2.00pm

Curriculum Evening—Harakeke/Pohutukawa 5.00pm-5.40pm
Curriculum Evening—Ngaio 5.45pm-6.15pm
Friday 14 Feb 2020

Assembly—Karaka 9.15am

Swimming—Ngaio 1.00pm-2.00pm
Tuesday 18 Feb 2020

Karaka Information Evening 5.30-6.00pm
Rimu Information Evening 6.00-6.30pm
Camp meeting for parent helpers 6.30-7.00pm

Wednesday 19 Feb 2020

Swimming—Karaka

Thursday 20 Feb 2020

Swimming—Harakeke/Pohutukawa

Swimming—Rimu
Friday 21 Feb 2020

Swimming—Ngaio

Wednesday 26 Feb 2020

Swimming—Karaka

Thursday 27 Feb 2020

Swimming—Harakeke/Pohutukawa
Swimming—Rimu

Book Barbecue—4.30-7.00pm
Friday 28 Feb 2020

Swimming—Ngaio

Assembly—Harakeke/Pohutukawa
Wednesday 4 March 2020

Swimming—Karaka

Thursday 5 March 2020

Swimming—Harakeke/Pohutukawa
Swimming—Rimu

Friday 6 March 2020

Swimming—Ngaio

Kia ora koutou e te whānau
An important topic at the beginning of each school year is that of 'Donations'. For many new-comers to
public schools in New Zealand, this can be bewildering, as you may have had different approaches to
school funding when you grew up. So here are a couple of important things to know about New Zealand,
which make our approach to public schooling and funding different from other systems:
a)

b)

c)

d)

In New Zealand, the government funds teachers' salaries and provides the national payroll services
to pay them directly. However, it does not fund the salaries for support staff. That means that jobs
like librarian positions, caretakers, office support staff and additional teacher aides to help in our
classrooms have to be funded somehow out of the Clyde Quay School (CQS) budget.
Another point to note is that the school buildings are owned by the government, but that any
facilities on the ground and other assets have to come out of the school's budget. That means for
example furniture, fittings, IT equipment, sporting equipment, sound systems, playground and
Astroturf are our responsibility - not that of the Ministry of Education. We have just had our 5-Year
Plan and 10-Year Plan budgets for the basic up-keep of school buildings signed off - and this work
will be funded by the government. However the allowances fall well short of the current cost of
construction inflation and do not allow for any kind of improvements / or an increase in size. Again,
anything extra that we wish to do, has to come out of the school budget.
New Zealand has a Decile-Funding system, which allocates funding to schools based on the
perceived socio-demographic needs of their neighbourhood. We are a Decile-10 school, which
means that we get the lowest possible amount of funding, because Mt Victoria is seen to be a
relatively wealthy neighbourhood, when compared to other parts of the country.
Last year 37% of our students were identified as having higher than average needs - whether they
had behavioural challenges, learning challenges, language barriers to overcome or had high talent
or specific skill that should be nurtured further. We have a very diverse group of families and
students in our community with over 30 nationalities represented - and we are proud of the fact
that we strive to include and support everybody. However, this is far more complex than the
governments assumed 'average mix' of students - where only 20% or less are assumed to have
specific needs. We want to make sure that we have the right staffing ratios in our classrooms to
support our diverse students - but that level of staffing is higher than what the government allows
for.

As you might imagine, this creates considerable financial pressure and funding challenges for our school.
We rely very heavily on your donations and the good-will of our community to do the best that we can,
within the limited means available to us. The Whānau and Friends (WAF) group is a hugely important for
us to help with fund-raising and events, to help close this gap. Another way we close the gap is through
sponsorship from community businesses. But the most important factor are the school donations that we
ask each parent to make.

Last year 77% of our families chose to make a donation and we are hugely appreciative of their efforts.
Another way that you can contribute is by joining the WAF and / or getting involved in other activities
that support the school. We appreciate that for some families it is not easy to make the financial
donation that we ask for - especially when you have several children attending school. We therefore offer
instalment payment options as well as discounts for more than one child who is attending the school. You
can select from a number of payment options, Kindo, direct credit, eftpos, and cash. If in doubt, you can
always inquire at the office for help, too.
Some of you may have heard that the government has offered schools additional funding in return for
not asking for additional donations from their communities. Unfortunately, this scheme is not available
to high-Decile neighbourhoods such as ours - so we will continue to rely very heavily on donations.
You may also have heard of a government policy announcement with regard to putting additional capital
funding into our schools. There are strict rules around the use of this money and it cannot be used for the
operations of the school – i.e. the top-up funding has to be used for accelerating the repair and
maintenance of ageing buildings and cannot be used to fund teaching or operational expenses. This is
why donations continue to play a very important part in keeping the school going.
Another way you can help, is by being prompt and fair around paying for additional activities that we set
up for students, which come at an additional cost. If you are joining a sporting team, participating in
school trips or having your children take part in swimming or other activities that require a bus ride, then
we would appreciate you contributing to the costs: The school only charges what we are being charged
by the respective operators and sporting clubs. The gaps left by any parents who fail to pay, have to be
covered by the school and further increase our deficit.
We thank you in advance for your understanding and hope that this helps you better understand why we
ask for help.
Ngā mihi nui
Thorsten Engel, Chair
On behalf of the CQS Board of Trustees

Community Notices

$1 off F&F real-fruit ice-cream at Moore Wilsons
This week (until Sunday 16th) we have a pod at Moore Wilsons
and are selling real fruit ice-cream with Fix & Fogg peanut butter.
We want to offer all CQS families $1 off each ice-cream - they just
need to mention that they are from Clyde Quay School.
Lost Item
Rebecca Nguyen got given a gift card for her birthday yesterday and she put in her bag at school but it
went missing. If found please return to her in Rimu.
Suzanne Aubert Scout Group
Do you enjoy camping, the outdoors and doing adventurous activities like kayaking, camping, tramping?
The Suzanne Aubert Scout Group is running Cubs (girls and boys aged 8 – 11) and Scouts (girls and boys
aged 11 – 14) on Monday nights 6.30 – 8pm at St Anne’s Hall in Newtown. This terms activities include:
fishing, campfire cooking, geocaching, outdoor adventure and games nights. Come along and join the
adventure.
For more details either email SuzanneAubert@group.scouts.nz or contact Rob McCullough on
0221771007.

Drama Classes for over 40 years.
Our international curriculum will help overcome shyness, build confidence, develop positive self esteem,
grow their imagination, interact with adults, make new friends, performance skills, creativity, Have lots of
fun. Join our after school drama classes. 5-17 years
WHITBY, TAWA, KHANDALLAH ,LOWER HUTT,PARAPARAUMU,ISLAND BAY
0800 161 131 www.helenogradynz.co.nz
Fencing classes for children with Wellington Swords Club
Children 8 – 12yrs
Tuesdays 6 – 7.30pm
Tanera Park, Brooklyn (Old Bowling Club)
Children 6 – 8 yrs
Wednesday 6 – 7pm
Tanera Park, Brooklyn (Old Bowling Club)
Children 11+
Saturdays 9 – 10.15am
Rongotai College, 170 Coutts St, Kilbirnie
Other classes and individual lessons, college, adults, social, beginners to international.
Contact Head Coach: Vicci Lamb (T) 970 7496 or bishop.lamb@pistingaround.com

Self Defence Day for Parents and Children this Sunday 16 Feb at 11am to 4pm and
Self Defence 3-week evening course starting Sunday 8 March at 7.30-9.30pm.
Contact Sensei Patricia at familyfitkarate.co.nz - use code: school notices for your special rate. Karate
and 30-min Cardio & Core classes also available.

Gymnastics is a great activity for developing confidence, coordination, agility and having fun. Harbour
City Gymnastics, Hataitai Park, currently have spaces available in Preschool, Ribbon Award (5&6 year olds)
and Badge Award (7-9 year old) classes. For further information or to register call 386 4443 or email the
office office@hcg.org.nz “

