
 

9 September 2020 

Tēnā tātou katoa e te whānau 

Dobar dahn, Nabad, Hola, Ciao, Ni hao, Namaste, Talofa, Bonjour, Χαιρετίσματα, Grüß Gott, Zdravím, 

Приветствия, Sawasdee, Konnichiwa, Pozdrowenia, Selamlar, Guten tag, Salaam, Salama Aleikum, 

Leikum Zdras-Tvuy-Te, Ahn-Young-Ha-Se-Yo, Marhaba, Nay Hoh, Ayubowan, Xin Chào, Kia Orana 

 

 
CQS welcomes Isabelle’s Dad Grant Manson to the Board of 
Trustees. 
 

 
 
Thank you to David Phipps, Dave Woods, Michael O’Brien and Johnny Tripe in 
volunteering their time last Saturday to restock the civil defence emergency 
water supplies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Election Day BBQ Saturday 17 October 
 

The event will proceed in Level 1 or Level 2!  Mark the date in your        
calendars and join us for some food and coffee. 
 
We appreciate the support from our school community.  This has been a 
challenging year for events and Election Day presents a wonderful         
opportunity to fundraise for our school.  As Whaea Liz mentioned in a 
previous newsletter - our school has suffered significant financial impact 
this year.  Supporting fundraising efforts and getting our local community 
along is one way we can help to limit this impact! 
 
If you are able to help on the day, please email waf@clydequay.school.nz 
 
CQS Whanau & Friends  

mailto:waf@clydequay.school.nz


BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) 
 
Tēnā koe e ngā hoa, 
As mentioned in the last newsletter and in the parent’s information evening on the     
Computational Curriculum, the Board is considering how to best implement a Bring Your 
Own Device (BYOD) policy. 
 

Unfortunately we do not have a choice with regard to whether to introduce a BOYD policy 
or not.  The only thing we can influence is HOW we introduce BOYD, but not IF to            
introduce BOYD.  The need for BYOD is driven by financial factors and the Ministry of     
Education’s requirements to deliver a modern computational curriculum: 
 

We have held out as long as we could and financial factors for our school include: 

 A need for our students to have their own devices as they approach their more senior 
years.  Our current device policy has at best supported one device shared by two      
students.  This results in ‘turn-taking’ rather than true collaboration.  It also limits 
online learning from outside the school.  Given the COVID pandemic, device sharing is 
also not ideal. 

 

 With a current year deficit projection of at least $50,000 we simply cannot afford the 
additional $70,000 that would be required to replace and purchase devices on top of 
that deficit.  We are already struggling to collect activity fees and stationery charges 
that are due to the school – let alone get the voluntary donations from our parents. 
 

 The Ministry of Education does not provide the school with funding for computers in 
the classroom.  Schools and/or parents are expected to make their own arrangements. 
As far as the Ministry is concerned, we are a Decile 10 school in a ‘wealthy neighbour-
hood’:  Therefore we receive a very low level of funding from government, because 
funding is pegged in the main to our post-code, although some analysis of our         
population demographic is taken into account. 
 

The majority of New Zealand schools have already shifted to a BOYD policy and / or are 
currently implementing such a policy.  Although the move has accelerated under COVID, 
there are also significant benefits for leveraging computing resources in the classroom 
with BYOD: 
 

 A number of our devices have cracked screens / missing keys or are too old to actually 
run the necessary software.  By making modern and up-to-date devices accessible in 
the classroom, we can take a big step forward in terms of the learning experiences that 
our students have with technology.  BYOD puts a modern and capable device into    
every student’s hands, so that they can interact and collaborate real-time – inside and 
outside the classroom. 



 In a 2018 IDC study, schools indicated that with BYOD the self-directed learning of 
students was enhanced, that they had faster access to content and that their          
assessment processes were enhanced.  The top three benefits cited by schools,      
included learning outside the classroom (really important during intermittent         
lock-downs), better collaboration and interaction, as well as deeper and more       
personalized learning. 

 
 Needless to say, our children also need to learn about online safety, privacy,           

collaboration and communication etiquette, given their increased exposure to digital 
tools in the real world.  Digital citizenship is an important part of the computational 
curriculum and nearly half the surveyed schools already had this curriculum in place 
in 2018. 

 
We hope that our parent’s and the community can support our children in coming to grips 
with computational thinking, abstraction and literacy skills.  It is interesting to note, that 
the same IDC survey showed that 76% of schools believe that equity was increased, when 
we can allow students to work at their own pace and with their own device, as opposed to 
having to take turns and waiting for others to let them share a device. 
 

Over the last couple of years, our school has invested heavily in additional resources 
(especially teacher aides) in our classrooms, to provide more individualized assistance to 
students.  We also made additional language options and curriculum resources available 
to our students.  None of these investments have been funded by the Ministry of            
Education and all of these initiatives relied on voluntary donations and community fund 
raising to be viable.  Without such support, we cannot continue to bring those resources 
into the classrooms. 
 

We accept that COVID has put a financial strain on our community and that BOYD and the 
additional costs this imposes on parents could not come at a less opportune time.  There-
fore we are interested in ideas and suggestions around how to best ameliorate the impact 
of BYOD and phase it in with as little pain as possible. 
 

Your feedback and input into this process is important, and as promised, we want to 
maintain an active dialogue with our community the practical issues and challenge.  To get 
the ball rolling, we have set up a ‘Questions & Answers’ on our Website, where we will be 
collating your questions and answers, as we work our way through the questions.  We will 
publish a series of questions and answers on a regular basis in the newsletter, but also    
append them to the growing inventory on our Website.  Needless to say, we do not have 
answers to all the questions yet, but we will work through these best as we can. 
 

So please keep your questions coming and send them through to 
mel@clydequay.school.nz, so that we do not lose track and can make sure that we post 
back answers as we go. 
Ngā mihi 
On behalf of the CQS School Board of Trustees 

Thorsten Engel (Chair) 

mailto:mel@clydequay.school.nz


Pohutukawa Space Inquiry 
 
It’s so exciting when learning between home and school connects and feeds into 
each other.  During our Space Inquiry Nicholas shared with us that many of the 
planets are named after the Roman gods.  He shared some of his knowledge of the 
Roman and Greed gods with Xandra’s home group.  Based on this interest and  
obvious passion, we learnt a new story about the god Jupiter.  We all then had a go 
at retelling the story during writing time using these visual prompts to help. 

 
 

Jupiter and the Bee - retold by Nicholas, Pohutukawa 
Once when the gods were alive there was a little bee and he wanted to protect his honey from 
the animals. 

 

 
 
 
But he couldn’t.  He was so frustrated so he flew up to Zeus (Jupiter) and asked him if he could 
get a stinger. 
 

 
 

 
He almost crashed into Juno (Jupiter’s wife) and she said “Yes.  Every bee must have a stinger.”  
He tried to pretend to be happy about it but actually he was not happy about it. 

 
 
He sank back down to ground level.  He hid behind his 
beehive for almost two days until a swarm of bees came.  
He said what had happened, but bees are loyal, so they 
knew he was sorry. 
 

 



Then the bee said, we still have a choice.  We can either share (our honey) and live or protect it 
(by stinging) and die. 
 
 

 
 
 

Fruit solar system 
We had been learning the order of the planets using this phrase “My Very Excellent Mother 
Just Served Us Nachos”.  As a result Nicholas shared this with his mum and asked her to make 
some nachos!  He also made this fruit and ball solar system in his kitchen (note the banana      
asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter...). 
 
 

 
 
And this is why we love being both teachers and learners! 
Xandra 



 IMPORTANT DATES WHATS HAPPENING 

24 September 2020 Regional Cross Country 

25 September 2020 End of Term 3 (School Holidays) 

10 October 2020 NZ Elections (Karaka) - Early voters 

11 October 2020 NZ Elections (Karaka) - Early voters 

12 October 2020 Start of Term 4 

13 October 2020 CQS Athletics 

17 October 2020 NZ Elections (Karaka) 

Election Day BBQ & Entertainment 

11.00am-2.00pm  

19-21 October 2020 Senior Camp 

23 October 2020 School Photos 

26 October 2020 Labour Day (Public Holiday) 

3 November 2020 Central Zone Athletics 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

17 November 2020 Inter Zone Athletics 

1 December 2020 Regional Athletics 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

15 December 2020 Last day of school for the year 

Senior Camp 
Gear check day for seniors  - Wednesday 14 October 

Camp Monday 19 October, arrive at school 7.30am onwards, for 7.40am 

roll call! 

Pick up 3pm Wednesday 21st October.  



Community Notices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last month we launched a donate button which gives people an opportunity to donate a spot to            
Wilderkids.  Through this, generous donors have gifted 13 spots to kids that may have never been given 
an opportunity to attend.  
 
Through this process, we have learnt that many of the kids we've offered the spots do not have gumboots 
or raincoats. If you or someone you know has kids' gumboots or raincoats you no longer need and would 
feel proud to gift to someone else, please drop them off to us.  
 
Wilderkids is a school holiday programme with a difference.  Wilderkids is all care, curiosity, having fun 
and making friends. Wilderkids:  
 
Build shelters  
Forage for food  
Get crafty  
Save the whales  
Learn about nature  
 
When:  8.30 am to 3.15 pm, Monday to Friday from 28 September to 9 October. 
Where:  Innermost Gardens, 31 Lawson Place, Mount Victoria 
Who:  Kids aged 5-12 
How much:  $56 per day + 10% discount on full week bookings 
 
We also save ten $10 spots for families with a Community Services Card. Click here to register 
For more information on Wilderkids head to https://sustaintrust.org.nz/school-holiday-programme 
 
FREE Parenting Course 
www.nextchapterparenting.co.nz is offering a free parenting course to parents who might be having a 
struggle in managing things with their children, or just need some tips and advice.  The course is offered 
on the website and is set out in video, and in written format so it can be looked at or read in your own 
time, or comfort.  The course is based on filial therapy principles, it is child centred and most definitely 
works for those that put in the time.  Have a look! and happy parenting. 
 
Brigid Carkeek 
Next Chapter Parenting 
On my website www.nextchapterparenting.co.nz is my Parenting Course. 

https://sustaintrust.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3ea40b79a9c26edd1e13c2bc&id=32100a2f05&e=5b26d780e2
https://sustaintrust.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3ea40b79a9c26edd1e13c2bc&id=de8617c207&e=5b26d780e2
http://www.nextchapterparenting.co.nz/


DO YOU WANT TO BE IN A BAND? 
Are you 8 years old or older?  Do you sing, play keyboards, bass, drums or guitar?  Do you want to play 
gigs every term?  Do you want to record in a recording studio and have your music on Spotify?  If the    
answer is ‘yes’ then contact us today and book a free trial lesson with one of our bands.  
 
We will place you with band members of a similar age and level.   Contact us today for a FREE TRIAL     
SESSION.  www.therockacademy.co.nz  -  P. 021 565 750 
 
BIGAIR GYMSPORTS TAWA 
Gym is exceptionally rewarding for children and its super fun!  Kids gain strength, flexibility, balance, and 
body control but they also learn determination and perseverance, through persistently practising skills 
until they are achieved.  Kids also gain resilience and confidence, as they extend themselves and learn 
new skills!  Bigair Gym is a clean, pristine, exciting, kid friendly, state of the art gym facility!  Our              
experienced coaches run classes in Gymnastics, Tumbling, Trampolining, Parkour and Cheerleading!  
BOOK NOW for Term 4!  Book now for our SEPT/OCT School Holiday Programme!  Half & full days        
available.  It is great for kids to be active during the holidays whatever the weather!  Contact Bigair Gym 
Tawa:  04 2323508 or office@bigairgym.co.nz 
 
School Holiday Programme – Capital Gymnastics (Newtown) 
Capital Gymnastics offers a fun filled holiday programme during the school holidays.  Our programme 
suits children aged 5 – 12 years.  Each day we provide gymnastics, free play time, games and other        
activities. 
 
There are half and full day options available ($25/$40).  Please visit our website for full information and to 
book:  http://www.capitalgymsports.org.nz/holiday-programme.html 
We have very easy pick up and drop off with heaps of free parking. 
  

mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz

